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Charming city has the 
right spirit wrapped up

celebrity traveller Jamie Cullum
TravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravel

WHAT IS YOUR MOST 
MEMORABLE HOLIDAY?
I used to love going to Looe, on 
the southern coast of Cornwall. 
I went for years as a child and it 
was a proper sleepy fi shing port. 
I remember the sporadic sunshine 
and the amazing fi sh and chips.  
Further afi eld I had a great time in 
Byron Bay in Australia, probably the 
most beautiful beach I’ve ever 
visited. The vibe of young 
people having a great 
time was brilliant too.
 
AND YOUR WORST?                           
When I was growing 
up we took a family 
holiday to the Costa 
Del something on the 
Spanish coast. We 
went to this resort that 
looked pristine in the 
brochure but when we got 
there it was a building site. 
 
WHICH GADGET IS ESSENTIAL 
FOR YOUR TRAVELS?                                                           
My iPhone has become an 
indispensable travelling companion 
and I never leave home without my 
portable speakers. 

WHAT’S THE BEST BOOK 
YOU’VE TAKEN ON HOLIDAY?
I’ve always got several books on the 
go. I’m reading Paul Auster’s novel 
Invisible and I’ve also got on the go 
the new biography of Billy Strayhorn 
– who wrote and arranged much of 

the music played by the Duke 
Ellington Orchestra. It is fascinating. 
Do I read any of my fi ancée 
Sophie Dahl’s books on the beach? 
Not yet, but I may do later, on our 
honeymoon!
 
HOW DO YOU SPEND 
TIME ON YOUR HOLIDAY?
I’m not brilliant at switching off so 

I try my hardest to unwind when 
I’m on holiday. I do a huge 

amount of travelling to 
perform all over the 

world so when I have 
some downtime I try 
to do as little as 
humanly possible.

WHERE WOULD 
YOU REVISIT?                                

Bali, as I didn’t see 
enough of the place 

when I performed there. 
I’d like to fi nd a deserted 

beach and soak up the atmosphere.

WHERE NEXT?
My schedule is so crazy at the 
moment that I’m in a different 
country almost every day of the 
week, so the next time a break does 
come up I’m staying at home. 

 Jamie Cullum’s new album 
The Pursuit is out now and his new 
single Don’t Stop The Music is 
released on January 25.

NICK McGRATH

massive 447ft tower can be 
climbed for spectacular views. 

Vienna still breathes the 
power and glory of the 
Habsburg Empire. Imposing 
squares are bordered by 
neo-classical buildings. 
Architecture is punctuated by 
pale green turrets and gold-leaf 
domes, none more prominent 
than the Hofburg Palace, an 
imperial residence that spans 
600 years. 

Even the public toilets are 
elegant. Sandwiched between 
Cartier and Hermes on Graben, 
one of the most exclusive 
shopping streets, is a WC fi t 
for Ivana Trump, a plush 
old-fashioned wooden cubicle 
with gilt taps and marble fl oor. 

Viennese restaurants and 
cafés offer the perfect comfort 
food. We devoured a warming 
lunch of mash with meatballs 
the size of tennis balls at 
Huth, a simple café on 
Schellinggasse. A stone’s 
throw from St Stephen’s, we 
sipped velvety smooth red 
Cuvée Barrique wine at Artner, 
a restaurant with its own 
vineyards, before tucking into 

fried goat’s cheese wrapped in 
bacon followed by belly of pork 
with ginger cabbage. Delicious.

Stylish cities don’t have to be 
expensive to visit. The 72 hour 
Vienna ticket ( 18.50) allows 
unlimited travel on public 
transport plus discounts to 
attractions. And the centrally 
located boutique hotel K&K 
in Spittelberg, a renovated 
artists’ enclave, is good value. 
Underfl oor bathroom heating 
plus a communal sauna were 
most welcome. 

In too many places the magic 
of Christmas has succumbed to 
commercial exploitation. 
Refreshingly, it felt as though 

Vienna was putting on a show 
for itself and it was like being 
taken back to Dickensian times, 
with Christmas past, present 
and future all wrapped up in 
one. And you don’t have to be 
punch drunk to enjoy it.

THE KNOWLEDGE: Austrian 
Airlines (0870 124 2625/www.
aua.com) offers return fl ights from 
Heathrow to Vienna from £99. 
K&K Hotel Maria Theresia 
(dialling from UK: 00 43 1 521 
23/www.kkhotels.com offers 
doubles from £150 per night  
(two sharing), B&B.
Austrian Tourist Offi ce: 0845 
101 1818/www.austria.info

COME ALL YE FAITHFUL: Locals and tourists fl ock to the markets to hear carols
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Jolly good days out
TravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravel

From ice skating to illuminated gardens and lavishly 
decorated stately homes, LIZ BIRD selects some of the 

best ways to entertain the children over the festive break

SLIDE SHOW: Take in the wonderful atmosphere and architecture at Somerset House

WINTER WONDER: Now’s the time to meet a reindeer

ILLUMINATIONS GALORE
Walk or don a pair of Nordic skis on your visit to spot the 
magical characters and mystical animals in the Enchanted 
Wood at Stockeld Park (01937 586333/www.thechristmas 
adventure.com), until January 3. Enchanted Wood Walk £5 
per adult; £4 per child. Nordic skiing £8.50 per adult; £6.50 
per child, near Wetherby, Yorkshire. The trail winds its way 
through ancient woodland where you’ll meet a 20ft 
grimacing troll and Merlin the Wizard. Muncaster Castle 
(01229 717614/www.muncaster.co.uk), near Ravenglass in 
Cumbria, is offering children free entry to this weekend’s 
illuminations of the Victorian fortress’s exterior and gardens 
from 4pm to 9pm, and from Boxing Day to December 30. 
Adults £6. There’s still time to visit the Enchanted Wood 
at Westonbirt Arboretum near Tetbury in Gloucestershire 
(01842 814612/www.forestry.gov.uk/westonbirt), until 
December 20, 5pm to 8.30pm: £8 per adult; £4 per child, 
with lights that turn on when you sing to them. 

GET YOUR SKATES ON
London is positively bursting with 
ice rinks, from the atmospheric 
surroundings of Somerset House’s 
18th-century courtyard and the 
magnifi cent backdrop of the Natural 
History Museum to Hyde Park’s 
Winter Wonderland (0844 847 
1771/www.hydeparkwinter 
wonderland.com) with its London 
Eye-style Giant Wheel and, new 
this year, Zippo’s Christmas Circus, 
which performs every night at 7pm 
from a heated big top. Running until 
January 3, except Christmas Day. 
Skating £10 per adult; £7.50 per 
child. Combination tickets available. 
Somerset House (0844 847 1520/
www.somersethouse.org.uk); 
Natural History Museum (0844 847 
1576/www.nhm.ac.uk). Other 
seasonal rinks include Newcastle 
(0191 243 8223/www.life.org.uk), 
Winchester (01962 857276/www.
winchester-cathedral.org.uk), 
Swansea (01792 637300/www.
swanseachristmas.com) and York 
(0844 847 1523/www.theicefactor.
co.uk). 

CHRISTMAS PAST
Admire the collection of teddies 
sitting round the table ready for 
their Christmas dinner at (Pollok 
House 0844 493 2202/www.nts.
org.uk), a National Trust for 
Scotland property on the outskirts 
of Glasgow. Each room is 
decorated in a different period style. 
Mrs Claus will also be in residence 
in her cosy sitting room decked out 
with fi ne antiques and toys until 
December 24, a million miles away 
from the usual Christmas grotto. 
Open from 10 to 5pm until January 3. 
Tickets £4 per adult; children under 
12 free. The whole family can learn 
how Christmas has been celebrated 
from medieval times to the present 
day at Buckland Abbey (01822 
853607/www.nationaltrust.org.uk) 
near Yelverton in Devon until 
December 23. Admission £7.40 per 
adult; £3.70 per child. Children can 
take a mystery trail to fi nd Father 
Christmas (£2 extra per child) 
at the 700-year-old home of 
Elizabethan seafaring legends 
Drake and Grenville. 

BRAVE THE ELEMENTS
There’s nothing like a dip in the 
chilly waters of the Atlantic Ocean 
in the middle of winter to burn off 
a little of that Christmas excess. It’s 
also fun to watch participants 
braving the cold. Every Boxing Day 
in Wales some 600 people, many in 
fancy dress, swim off Tenby’s North 
Beach (www.tenbyboxingdayswim.
co.uk) in aid of charity (the less 
hardy can opt for canoes or rafts). 
They’ll all start diving in at 11am.
Other festive swims include: Albion 
Beach by Brighton Pier at 11am 
(www.brightonsc.co.uk) on 
Christmas Day when you may spot 
a few penguins and pantomime 
horses taking the plunge;  
Liverpool’s Royal Albert Dock, 
11.30am Boxing Day (www.
liverpoolheartbeat.com), where 
serious adrenaline junkies can leap 
off the dock wall; and the 
Christmas Day swim at 11am from 
the Central Promenade in 
Hunstanton (www.rtbiwebserver.
org.uk/hunstanton) on the North 
Norfolk coast, where people have 
been taking a festive dip in the icy 
waters of the Wash every year 
since 1957.

ANIMAL MAGIC
If you’ve overdosed on all things 
Christmas, get back to nature with 
a visit to one of the UK’s numerous 
wildlife centres such as Welney 
Wetland Centre (01453 891 900/
www.wwt.org.uk) at Welney near 
Wisbech, Norfolk where you can 
watch the swans being fed 
(including a 6.30pm fl oodlit feed) 
and learn more about the reserve’s 
migratory birds (closed Christmas 
Day) as well as create some 
swan-themed arts and crafts. 
Whooper Swans are the big 
attraction at Martin Mere Wetland 
Centre (01704 895 181/www.wwt.
org.uk) in Burscough, Lancashire 
where you can view up to 
1,000 of the mighty birds feed 
on the mere at 3pm every 
day; see the new Asian short-
clawed otter family being fed at 
11.30am and 2.30pm and meet 
Wizzy the beaver between 
12pm and 2pm.
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Book online at www.newmarket.travel/exp11350
More great offers at www.express.co.uk/traveloffers
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New England in the Fall
Great Value Escorted Tour

Join us for an unforgettable journey through the New England countryside
ablaze with the reds, yellows and gold of the fabled ‘Fall Foliage’. Our
holiday includes visits to elegant Boston, incomparable New York and a full
day tour through Vermont. Stunning scenery – and stunning value.

Departing October 2010

The price includes:

• Return transatlantic flights to New York from London Heathrow or Manchester
(regional connections are available at a supplement) • 6 nights’ accommodation
at comfortable touring hotels • Visits to New York, Vermont, Boston & Newport,
Rhode Island with its ocean-front mansions • A full day visit to Boston • Scenic
journeys through the New England countryside, including the historic Mohawk
Trail • Comfortable coach travel throughout • Tour Manager services        

8 days from 

£759
New Orleans, Nashville 
& Elvis Presley’s Memphis
‘Deep South Music Cities’ escorted coach tour

An unforgettable journey through U.S.A.’s musical heartland including the
birthplace and home of the ‘King’ and the undisputed capital of Country music.

Departing Feb to May & Oct to Dec 2010

The price includes:

• Return transatlantic flights to Atlanta from London Heathrow or
Manchester (regional connections are available at a supplement, flights also available
from Edinburgh, Birmingham & Bristol on 2 March 2010) • 7 nights’ at comfortable
touring hotels (Montgomery, New Orleans, Memphis and Nashville) • Visits
to New Orleans, Memphis, Nashville, Tupelo and Chattanooga
• Comfortable coach travel throughout • The services of a Tour Manager 

9 days from 

£799

4-Star Canada’s 
Maple Leaf Trail
The very best of Eastern Canada with its stunning cities – Toronto, Ottawa,
Montréal, Québec and the awe inspiring natural wonder – Niagara Falls.

Departing Apr, May, Sep & Oct 2010

The price includes:

• Return transatlantic flights from Heathrow, Gatwick, Manchester, Glasgow,
Birmingham, Exeter, Edinburgh or Newcastle; Outbound to Toronto returning
from Toronto or Montréal • Six nights’ four-star accommodation at comfortable
touring hotels in Toronto (3 nts) and Montréal (3 nts) • A full day visit to the
spectacular Niagara Falls • A full day visit to Québec City • Scenic drive on the
‘Maple Leaf Trail’ from Toronto to Montréal and Québec, via Ottawa
• Comfortable coach travel throughout • The services of a Tour Manager

8 days from 

£699

The best of USA and Canada

The Express Reader Travel Promotions.

©EPE Inc. Elvis Presley,
Graceland & Heartbreak Hotel

are registered trademarks 
with the USPTO

Cruise the Nile with Archers Direct for this trip of a lifetime to discover
the grand legacy of ancient Egypt. Step back in time to the glorious era
of the Pharaohs as you visit the monumental temples and mystical tombs
of Luxor, the Valley of the Kings and Edfu, including the 2000-year-old
Temple of Horus. You will also see the country’s greatest modern
engineering achievement, the 111-metre-high Aswan Dam.

Your luxury cruise ship
The !!!!! MS Lady Mary is a stylish, elegant ship with luxury
accommodation and facilities, including air-conditioned cabins, a
swimming pool, lounge bar, shop, billiard room and sun deck. All meals
are included, afternoon tea is served on the sun deck and there’s a
programme of evening entertainment, including folklore shows.

Archers Direct offers more than 250 escorted tours, cruises, rail journeys,
resort holidays and short breaks to over 80 destinations worldwide.

Glories of the Nile

we know the world and we love to share it

We are a member of ABTA and these holidays are fully bonded with the CAA’s ATOL scheme, which means your
holiday is completely protected. Prices are correct at time of print (Dec 09).

For more information or to book visit us at

www.archersdirect.co.uk
or call us on 0844 573 9134

Departure dates and prices (pp) - 7 nights

2010
Jan 4 £595 Feb 8 £825
Jan 11 £695 Feb 15 £895
Jan 18 £695 Feb 22 £829
Feb 1 £825 Mar 1 £829
Many other dates are available. Please see our website for more details.

including
excursions

worth
£120

Included
excursions
worth
£120pp
• Temple of Horus
• Temple of Kom

Ombo
• Aswan High Dam
• Philae Temple
• Valley of the

Kings, Temple of
Hatshepsut

• Temples of Luxor
& Karnak

8 days
from

£595
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